Board Members Staff
Richard Valle Chuck Kinney, General Manager

Doug Verboon Laurie Avedisian-Favini,
Catherine Venturella, Clerk

Rusty Robinson
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

Robert Thayer
Kimber Regan

Special Meeting Agenda

Date: Tuesday, September 29, 2026
Time: 1:00 p.m. or soon there after
Place: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS, Kings County Government Center

1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California 93230

& (559) 852-2362 <+ bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us < website: https://www.midkingsrivergsa.org

The meeting can be attended on the Internet by clicking this link:
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/290707088880115?p=DuGz1sM0DZbZnAgjWI

or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated email
response with the Microsoft Teams meeting link information. Members of the public attending via Microsoft
Teams will have the opportunity to provide public comment during the meeting. Remote Microsoft Teams
participation for members of the public is provided for convenience only. In the event that the Microsoft Teams
connection malfunctions or becomes unavailable for any reason, the Board of Supervisors reserves the right to
conduct the meeting without remote access. *Microsoft Teams will be available for access at 12:55 p.m.*
Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so on the internet at:
www.countyofkingsca.gov and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this link:

https://youtube.com/live/sXKZMmKskNM?feature=share
**Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public
comment.

Members of the public may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s subject matter
jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, and those
comments may become part of the administrative record of the meeting. Comments will not be read into the
record, only the names of those who have submitted comments will be read. Written comments should be
directed to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us email by 8:00 a.m. on the morning of the noticed meeting to be
included in the record, those comments received after 8:00 a.m. may become part of the record of the next
meeting. E-mail is not monitored during the meeting. To submit written by U.S. Mail to: Kings County Board of
Supervisors, Attn: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230.

1:00 PM CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL - Clerk
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES

This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on items of interest within the
Board's jurisdiction, and which are not already on the agenda. The Board will not answer questions
impromptu, and concerns or complaints will be referred to appropriate staff. For items which are on the
agenda, members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to address the Board as each item
is brought up for discussion. Speakers should limit their comments to not more than two (2) minutes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting for July 28, 2026.

CONSENT CALENDAR
All items listed under the consent calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion.
If a Board member has questions, requests additional information, or wishes to comment on an item,
the vote should not be taken until after questions have been addressed or comments made, and the
public has had an opportunity to comment on the Consent Calendar items.

None

REGULAR CALENDAR
A. ACTION: Prop 218 election of proposed Land Based Assessment Rates
1) Staff Presentation and overview of the proposed Prop 218 Land Based Assessment
2) Conduct a Public Hearing and receive all written and verbal testimony regarding the
proposed land based assessment.
3) Close the Public Hearing
4) Tabulate ballots and announce results.
5) Adopt Resolution 26-02 Certifying the protest ballot results and if no majority protest
exists, establish the assessment rate for the Water Year 2027.
B. ACTION: Prop 26 proposed water extraction rates
1) Staff Presentation and overview of the proposed Prop 26 water extraction rates
2) Cost of Service Study Highlights
3) Conduct a Public Hearing and receive all written and verbal testimony regarding the
water pumping assessment.
4) Close the Public Hearing
5) Consider adoption of Resolution 26-03 which will establish water extraction rates for
Water year 2027.
C. ACTION: review and adopt a FY 2026-2027 Budget for the Mid-Kings River GSA
1) Staff Presentation of the FY 2026-2027 Budget
2) Consider adoption of Resolution 26-04 which will approve the FY 2026-2027 Budget
D. ACTION: Consider a budget amendment to Agreement 26-03 with Provost and Pritchard to
cover additional services which have been needed to complete the Prop 218 process.
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BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS

On their own initiative, Board Members may make a brief announcement or a brief report on their own
activities. They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or take action to have staff
place a matter of business on a future agenda (Gov. Code Section 54954.2a).

¢  Board Correspondence

¢ Correspondence and Information on Future Agenda ltems

CLOSED SESSION
¢  None

ADJOURNMENT
The next regular meeting is scheduled for October 13, 2026 at 1:00PM.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please
contact the Mid-Kings River GSA office at (559) 852-2362 by 9:00 a.m. on the Monday prior to this meeting.

\Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda will be available for|
the public to review at the Board of Supervisors office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, for the meeting date listed on this agenda.







Board Members Staff
Richard Valle Chuck Kinney, General Manager

Doug Verboon Laurie Avedisian-Favini,
Catherine Venturella, Clerk

Rusty Robinson
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

Robert Thayer
Kimber Regan

Special Meeting Action Summary

Date: Tuesday, July 28, 2026
Time: 1:00 p.m. or soon there after
Place: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS, Kings County Government Center

1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California 93230

® (559) 852-2362 % bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us % website: https://www.midkingsrivergsa.org

The meeting can be attended on the Internet by clicking this link:

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/243434072238757?p=U99tZ09UHqairZFngB

or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated email
response with the Microsoft Teams meeting link information. Members of the public attending via Microsoft
Teams will have the opportunity to provide public comment during the meeting. Remote Microsoft Teams
participation for members of the public is provided for convenience only. In the event that the Microsoft Teams
connection malfunctions or becomes unavailable for any reason, the Board of Supervisors reserves the right to
conduct the meeting without remote access. *Microsoft Teams will be available for access at 12:55 p.m.*
Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so on the internet at:
www.countyofkingsca.gov and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this link:

https://youtube.com/live/MzIx6EnH7XM?feature=share
**Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public
comment.

Members of the public may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s subject matter
jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, and those
comments may become part of the administrative record of the meeting. Comments will not be read into the
record, only the names of those who have submitted comments will be read. Written comments should be
directed to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us email by 8:00 a.m. on the morning of the noticed meeting to be
included in the record, those comments received after 8:00 a.m. may become part of the record of the next
meeting. E-mail is not monitored during the meeting. To submit written by U.S. Mail to: Kings County Board of
Supervisors, Attn: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230.

1:00 PM CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL - Clerk
MEMBERS PRESENT: RICHARD VALLE, DOUG VERBOON, RUSTY ROBINSON, KIMBER REGAN
MEMBERS ABSENT: ROBERT THAYER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES

This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on items of interest within the
Board's jurisdiction, and which are not already on the agenda. The Board will not answer questions
impromptu, and concerns or complaints will be referred to appropriate staff. For items which are on the
agenda, members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to address the Board as each item
is brought up for discussion. Speakers should limit their comments to not more than two (2) minutes.
NONE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting for June 9, 2026.
ACTION: APPROVED AS PRESENTED (DV, KR, RV, RR — Aye, RT - Absent)

CONSENT CALENDAR
All items listed under the consent calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion.
If a Board member has questions, requests additional information, or wishes to comment on an item,
the vote should not be taken until after questions have been addressed or comments made, and the
public has had an opportunity to comment on the Consent Calendar items.

None

REGULAR CALENDAR
A. Stakeholder Advisory Committee update — Garrett Gilcrease, Chair
ACTION: Garrett Gilcrease provided the Board with an update on current GSA issues and
events. No official action taken.
Update on State Water Board and DWR communication- Amer Hussain, Engineer
Update on the Groundwater Sustainability Plan and water model — Amer Hussain, Engineer
Update on the well registration efforts within the Watermark system — Amer Hussain, Engineer
ACTION: Prop 218 Land-Based Assessment — Draft Engineer’s Report and Appendix A - Prop 26
cost of service study — Lynn Moeller and Becca Quist

1) Staff Presentation Proposition 218 Land-Based Assessment Process and Status

moow

2) Consider Approval of Engineer’s Report and accept the Cost-of-Service
PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE
ACTION: APPROVE ALL ITEMS OF INTEREST PRESENTED RELATING TO PROPOSTION 218
INCLUDING SETTING ANY PUBLIC HEARINGS (DV, KR, RV, RT, RR - Aye)

3) Consider setting a Public Hearing Date for the Prop 218 Land-Based Assessment Election
on September 29, 2026 and direct staff to issue notice of the public hearing and send
ballots to affected property owners.

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE
ACTION: APPROVE ALL ITEMS OF INTEREST PRESENTED RELATING TO PROPOSTION 26
INCLUDING SETTING ANY PUBLIC HEARINGS (RV, DV, KR, RT, RR - Aye)
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GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS

On their own initiative, Board Members may make a brief announcement or a brief report on their own
activities. They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or take action to have staff
place a matter of business on a future agenda (Gov. Code Section 54954.2a).

NONE

¢ Board Correspondence: NONE

¢ Correspondence and Information on Future Agenda Items: NONE

CLOSED SESSION
¢  None

ADJOURNMENT
The next regular meeting is scheduled for August 11, 2026 at 1:00PM.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please
contact the Mid-Kings River GSA office at (559) 852-2362 by 9:00 a.m. on the Monday prior to this meeting.

Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda will be available for|
the public to review at the Board of Supervisors office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, for the meeting date listed on this agenda.
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Date: September 29, 2026

To: Board of Directors
From: Chuck Kinney, General Manager

Subject: Proposition 218 Election Results and Authorization of Levy of New Assessment for Water Year 2027

Background
The purpose of this staff report is to summarize the Proposition 218 election proceedings conducted for the

proposed Mid-Kings River GSA assessment, outline the results of the tabulation, and recommend adoption of
Resolution No. 26-02 declaring the results of the election and authorizing levy of the new assessment for Water
Year 2027. The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) went into effect on January 1, 2015 and
requires medium- and high-priority groundwater basins to be managed by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency
(GSA). The Mid-Kings River GSA was formed through a Joint Powers Agreement on November 22, 2016 by the
Kings County Water District, the County of Kings, and the City of Hanford. On July 29, 2024, the JPA agreement
was amended to recognize the departure of Kings County Water District, leaving the County of Kings and the
City of Hanford as the continuing member agencies. The Board received an Engineer’s Report dated July 28,
2026 entitled “Engineer’s Report for Proposition 218 Procedures for Benefit Assessment,” prepared by Provost &
Pritchard. The report identified parcels subject to assessment, the District’s anticipated costs, and the
recommended maximum assessment amount of $26.84 per acre per year to fund fixed District expenses. On
August 13, 2026, notices of the Proposition 218 public hearing were mailed, and a public hearing was scheduled
to be held on September 29, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. At the conclusion of the public hearing portion of the meeting,
MK FElections will tabulate the weighted ballots submitted for and against the assessment and the results will be
provided to the Board of Directors prior to taking action on this item.

The proposed assessment is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(4) because it
establishes a government funding mechanism and does not involve any commitment to a specific project.
Additionally, under Section 15061(b)(3), there is no possibility the assessment would cause a significant
environmental effect.

Request
The General Manager requests that if the election tabulation results in the majority of ballots submitted being in

favor of the Prop 218 election then the Board of Directors adopt Resolution No. 2026-02 declaring the results of
the Proposition 218 election and authorizing levy of the new assessment for Water Year 2027.

MAILING ADDRESS: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., HANFORD, CA 93230
OFFICES AT: ENGINEERING BUILDING # 6, KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD
(559) 852-2670 Website: www.midkingsrivergsa.org FAX: (559) 584-8989
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IN THE MATTER OF DECLARING
RESULTS OF THE PROPOSITION 218
ELECTION AND AUTHORIZING LEVY
OF NEW ASSESSMENT
RESOLUTION NO. MKRGSA 26-02

WHEREAS, the California Legislature passed a statewide framework for
sustainable groundwater management, known as the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act (“SGMA”) (Wat. Code,§ 10720, et seq) that went into effect on January 1, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the SGMA requires all medium- and high-priority groundwater basins,
as designated by the California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) Bulletin 118, to
be managed by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”) or multiple GSAs; and

WHEREAS, on November 22, 2016 the Kings County Water District, the County of
Kings and the City of Hanford executed a Joint Powers Agreement creating the Mid-Kings
River Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“MKRGSA” or “District”), a Joint Powers
Authority (“JPA”). MKRGSA assumed its regulatory role as a GSA for all or portions of its
member’s jurisdictional territory covering a portion of the Tulare Lake Subbasin prior to
June 30, 2017, and has since performed its required duties including submitting a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) to the DWR by January 31, 2020 ;and

WHEREAS, on July 29, 2024 the JPA Agreement creating the MKRGSA was
amended to recognize that the Kings County Water District desired to terminate its
membership in the JPA and that the remaining member agencies, the County of Kings and
the City of Hanford, were the only two member agencies involved with the JPA moving
forward; and

WHEREAS, as authorized by Division 13 of the California Water Code and
pursuant to Proposition 218 (Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution), this
Board of Directors (“Board”) has determined that it is necessary to adopt an assessment to
cover certain of the District’s estimated costs in order to confer special benefits to the
assessed property; and

WHEREAS, on July 28, 2026, this Board received an Engineer’s Report, entitled
“Engineer’s Report for Proposition 218 Procedures for Benefit Assessment” prepared for the
District in compliance with Proposition 218 by Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group, which
includes a detailed roll of the parcels within the District that would be subject to the proposed
assessment; and

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report identified the District’s anticipated costs and
required revenues; and

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report recommended that the District levy a proposed
assessment (“Assessment”), to fund the District’s fixed expenses; and

WHEREAS, on July 28, 2026, this Board of Directors set a Public Hearing Date for
September 29, 2026, at 1:00 pm to receive public comment. Notices for the Public Hearing



date were mailed on August 13, 2026.

WHEREAS, the Board opened and received public comment at its September 29,
2026, public hearing. MK Elections tabulated the ballots at the conclusion of the public
hearing. Ballots were weighted according to their proportional financial obligation of each
affected property. At the conclusion of the tabulation, it was determined that a majority
protest did not exist, as the ballots submitted and not withdrawn opposing the assessment did
not exceed the ballots submitted in favor of the assessment.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows by the Board of
Directors of the MKRGSA:

1. Proposition 218 Tabulation Results. Upon tabulating the votes at the conclusion of the public hearing
conducted September 29, 2026, the weighted ballots in favor of the proposed assessment outweigh the
weighted ballots in opposition, with the results being votes in favor of the assessment and

votes in opposition.

2. Levying Assessments. As a majority protest does not exist, the Board is authorized
to levy assessments up to the maximum of twenty-six dollars and eighty-four cents
($26.84) per acre per year.

3. Proceedings to Levy and Collect Water Year 2027 Assessment. The Water Year
2027 Assessment shall be collected using the procedures prescribed by Division 13
of the Water Code and Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution and its
implementing statutes.

4. Ballots. The ballots shall be treated as public records and shall be preserved for a
minimum of two years, after which they may be destroyed as provided in
Government Code sections 26202, 34090, and 60201.

5. CEQA. The District hereby finds that pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section
15378(b)(4), this Resolution creates government funding mechanisms which do not
involve any commitment to any specific project that may result in a potentially
significant physical impact on the environment. This Resolution is policy-oriented
and would create a funding mechanism for the MKRGSA operations. If found to be a
project under CEQA, this Resolution is exempt from CEQA as there is no possibility
that the adoption of this resolution will cause a significant effect on the environment,
per CEQA Guideline Section 15061(b)(3).

6. Other Matters. The District’s staff and officers are authorized and directed to do all
things necessary to collect the assessments consistent with applicable law.



The foregoing Resolution was adopted upon motion by Director ,
seconded by Director at a regular meeting held on the 29th day of
September 2026, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Rusty Robinson, Chairperson
Board of Directors, Mid-Kings River GSA
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this day of September, 2026.

Catherine Venturella, Clerk
Board of Directors, Mid-Kings River GSA
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Date: September 29, 2026

To: Board of Directors
From: Chuck Kinney, General Manager

Subject: Adoption of Groundwater Extraction Fee for the 2027 Water Year Pursuant to Proposition 26

Background
The purpose of this staff report is to present the Board of Directors with the findings of the Proposition 26

Cost-of-Service Study dated July 22, 2026 and to recommend adoption of a groundwater extraction fee for the
2027 water year. The fee is intended to recover the Agency’s costs for implementing and administering its
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) and required Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)
compliance programs. The Mid-Kings River GSA is responsible for managing groundwater within its jurisdiction
in the Tulare Lake Subbasin. Under Water Code Sections 10730 and 10730.2, the Agency may impose
groundwater extraction fees to fund groundwater sustainability activities, provided such fees comply with
Proposition 26 requirements. On July 22, 2026, the Agency received a Proposition 26 Cost-of-Service Study
analyzing anticipated SGMA implementation costs. The study identified costs associated with regulatory
programs and mitigation measures directly related to groundwater pumping. The study determined that the
Agency may impose a volumetric fee not to exceed $9.23 per acre-foot of water extracted, consistent with the cost
of service for water year 2027. Consistent with legal requirements, the Agency provided notice of a public hearing
on September 29, 2026. The proposed fee is a volumetric groundwater extraction charge applicable to all
groundwater users within the Agency’s boundaries. The fee level of up to $9.23 per acre-foot is supported by the
cost-of-service study and meets Proposition 26’s requirement that regulatory fees not exceed the reasonable cost
of the governmental service.

The fee will be assessed on groundwater extraction occurring during the 2027 water year (October 1, 2026
through September 30, 2027). Invoices will be issued after the close of the 2027 water year following receipt and
verification of extraction documentation. To ensure accountability and transparency, staff recommends adoption
of an administrative appeals process. The process allows groundwater users to appeal either the recorded
extraction amount or the calculation of their fee. Appeals must be filed within thirty days of invoice issuance.
Agency staff will review and respond to appeals within forty-five days, with an option for appellants to seek
further review from the Board. Any approved adjustment will result in an amended invoice or refund. Revenue
collected through the groundwater extraction fee will fund SGMA-required activities necessary to continue
implementation of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan. These revenues provide essential support for regulatory
and mitigation programs. Adoption of the fee ensures the Agency can sustain operations during the 2027 water
year.

Request
The General Manager requests the Board of Directors adopt Resolution No. 2026-03 establishing a groundwater

extraction fee of up to $9.23 dollars per acre-foot for the 2027 water year, setting an annual billing period,
establishing an appeals mechanism, and authorizing invoicing following the close of the 2027 water year.

MAILING ADDRESS: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., HANFORD, CA 93230
OFFICES AT: ENGINEERING BUILDING # 6, KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD
(559) 852-2670 Website: www.midkingsrivergsa.org FAX: (559) 584-8989
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IN THE MATTER OF ESTABLISHING A
GROUNDWATER EXTRACTION FEE
FOR THE 2027 WATER YEAR
PURSUANT TO PROPOSITION 26

RESOLUTION NO. MKRGSA 26-03

WHEREAS, the California Legislature passed a statewide framework for
sustainable groundwater management, known as the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act (“SGMA”) (Wat. Code,§ 10720, et seq) that went into effect on January 1, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the SGMA requires all medium- and high-priority groundwater basins,
as designated by the California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) Bulletin 118, to
be managed by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”) or multiple GSAs; and

WHEREAS, on November 22, 2016 the Kings County Water District, the County of
Kings and the City of Hanford executed a Joint Powers Agreement creating the Mid-Kings
River Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“MKRGSA” or “District”), a Joint Powers
Authority (“JPA”). MKRGSA assumed its regulatory role as a GSA for all or portions of its
member’s jurisdictional territory covering a portion of the Tulare Lake Subbasin prior to
June 30, 2017, and has since performed its required duties including submitting a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) to the DWR by January 31, 2020 ;and

WHEREAS, on July 29, 2024 the JPA Agreement creating the MKRGSA was
amended to recognize that the Kings County Water District desired to terminate its
membership in the JPA and that the remaining member agencies, the County of Kings and
the City of Hanford, were the only two member agencies involved with the JPA moving
forward; and

WHEREAS, the Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“Agency”)
is the recognized Groundwater Sustainability Agency for its jurisdiction within the Tulare
Lake Subbasin and is authorized under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(Water Code Sections 10720 et seq.) to impose groundwater extraction fees to fund the
costs of implementing the Agency’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”); and

WHEREAS, Proposition 26 and Article XIII C of the California Constitution establish
requirements for local regulatory fees, including groundwater extraction fees, and require such
fees not exceed the reasonable cost of the governmental activity for which the fee is imposed;
and

WHEREAS, the Agency has reviewed and relied upon the Proposition 26
Cost-of-Service Study prepared for the Agency and dated July 22, 2026, which provides
analysis of the Agency’s groundwater management needs, the beneficiaries of those activities,
and the costs associated with implementing and administering SGMA compliance programs;
and

WHEREAS, the Cost-of-Service Study establishes that the total cost of regulatory
programs and mitigation measures directly related to groundwater pumping during the 2027



water year may reasonably be recovered through a volumetric groundwater extraction fee not
to exceed nine dollars and twenty-three cents ($9.23) per acre-foot extracted; and

WHEREAS, Water Code Section 10730 requires the Agency, prior to adopting a
groundwater extraction fee, to provide notice and hold at least one public meeting at which
oral and written presentations may be made; and

WHEREAS, the Agency provided all required legal notice of the proposed fee and
conducted a duly noticed public hearing on September 29, 2026, at which the public had the
opportunity to comment on the proposed fee and supporting data; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors finds that the groundwater extraction fee
established by this Resolution is a regulatory fee authorized by SGMA and Proposition 26,
does not exceed the reasonable cost of the Agency’s groundwater management program, and
is supported by data that has been made available to the public.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows by the Board of
Directors of the MKRGSA:

1. Adoption of Groundwater Extraction Fee. The Board hereby adopts a
groundwater extraction fee for the 2027 water year in an amount not to exceed nine
dollars and twenty-three cents ($9.23) per acre-foot of groundwater extracted within
the Agency’s jurisdiction. The General Manager is authorized to implement the fee
in accordance with this Resolution and the Cost-of-Service Study.

2. Billing Period and Invoicing. The groundwater extraction fee shall be billed on an
annual basis for the 2027 water year. All groundwater extraction occurring from
October 1, 2026 through September 30, 2027 shall be subject to the adopted fee.
Invoices for the 2027 water year shall be issued after the close of the 2027 water
year, following receipt and verification of extraction reports provided by Land IQ
and/or submitted by groundwater users.

3. Appeals Mechanism.

a. A groundwater extractor may file an administrative appeal challenging
either:

i.  the Agency’s determination of the total volume of groundwater
extracted from the parcel during the 2027 water year, or

11. the calculation or imposition of the groundwater extraction fee.

b. Appeals must be submitted in writing to the Agency within thirty (30)
days of the date of the invoice.

c. The written appeal must include:
1. The parcel identification number;
ii.  The basis for the appeal;

iii.  Supporting documentation that the appellant wishes the Agency
to consider.

d. Upon receipt of an appeal, Agency staff shall review the supporting
information, may request additional documentation, and shall issue a
written determination within forty-five (45) days.

@

Any appellant dissatisfied with the staff determination may request review



by the Board of Directors. The Board shall consider the appeal at a
regularly scheduled meeting and issue a final determination.

f. The filing of an appeal does not stay the obligation to pay the fee;
however, if the appeal results in an adjustment, the Agency shall issue a
corrected invoice or refund any overpayment.

4. Use of Fee Revenue. All revenue collected under this Resolution shall be used
exclusively to fund the Agency’s groundwater management regulatory programs and
mitigation measures directly related to groundwater pumping, including
implementation of the GSP, investigations, inspections, compliance assistance, and
mitigation programs as authorized under Water Code Section 10730.

5. CEQA. The District hereby finds that pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section
15378(b)(4), this Resolution creates government funding mechanisms which do not
involve any commitment to any specific project that may result in a potentially
significant physical impact on the environment. This Resolution is policy-oriented
and would create a funding mechanism for the MKRGSA regulatory programs and
mitigation measures which are directly related to groundwater pumping. If found to
be a project under CEQA, this Resolution is exempt from CEQA as there is no
possibility that the adoption of this resolution will cause a significant effect on the
environment, per CEQA Guideline Section 15061(b)(3).

6. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

7. Other Matters. The District’s staff and officers are authorized and directed to do all
things necessary to collect the assessments consistent with applicable law.

The foregoing Resolution was adopted upon motion by Director ,
seconded by Director at a regular meeting held on the 29th day of
September 2026, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Rusty Robinson, Chairperson
Board of Directors, Mid-Kings River GSA
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this day of September, 2026.

Catherine Venturella, Clerk
Board of Directors, Mid-Kings River GSA
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MEMORANDUM

Chuck Kinney

To: Mid-Kings River GSA

From: Lynn Groundwater, PE

Subject: Proposition 26 Cost of Service Study

Date: July 22, 2026

PROPOSITION 26 COST OF SERVICE STUDY

Miscellaneous fees levied by state and local governmental agencies in California must comply with the
requirements of Proposition 26, a constitutional amendment approved by California voters in November 2010.
Proposition 26 significantly broadened the definition of a tax by providing that charges imposed by state and
local governments are presumed to be taxes unless they fall within one of several specified exceptions.

Proposition 26 fees are distinct from water utility service rates, which are considered property-related fees
and are governed by Proposition 218. Under Proposition 26, local agency fees that qualify under one of seven
constitutional exceptions are not considered taxes and therefore do not require voter approval.

The seven exceptions include:
1. Fees imposed for a specific benefit or privilege provided directly to an individual that do not exceed
the reasonable cost of providing that benefit or privilege.

2. Feesimposed for a specific government service or product provided directly to the fee payer that do
not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the service or product.

3. Charges imposed to recover reasonable regulatory costs, including costs associated with issuing
licenses and permits, conducting investigations, inspections, audits, and enforcement activities.

4. Charges for entrance to or use of government property.
5. Fines and penalties imposed for violations of law.
6. Chargesimposed as a condition of property development.

7. Assessments and property-related fees imposed pursuant to Proposition 218.

The groundwater extraction fees proposed by the Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency
(MKRGSA) qualify as regulatory fees under Proposition 26. The fees are intended to recover costs incurred by

https://us-partner-integrations.egnyte.com/msoffice/wopi/files/bObfe05c-4733-4f21-9a78-
Sfeb4ab7a3ee/WOPIServiceld_TP_EGNYTE_PLUS/WOPIUserld_114.ppeng.egnyte.com/Prop 26 Cost of Service Study.docx
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the Agency in implementing and complying with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) and
the adopted Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP).

The proposed fees are derived from the Agency’s budget and are directly linked to the cost of groundwater
sustainability activities. Furthermore, groundwater users are charged in proportion to their estimated
groundwater extraction, ensuring that the fee structure reasonably allocates costs based on groundwater use
and associated impacts.

Accordingly, the fees satisfy the Proposition 26 regulatory fee exception because:
1. The fees recover costs associated with SGMA compliance and groundwater sustainability
management.

2. The fees do not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the regulatory program and associated
mitigation measures.

3. Costs are allocated proportionally based on groundwater extraction volumes.

4. The fees are directly connected to the groundwater users whose activities necessitate the regulatory
program and associated mitigation measures. There is a direct cause-and-effect between groundwater
pumping and the programs being mitigated. Furthermore, the extent of the program being mitigated
is proportional the pumping volume.

Recent litigation involving Madera County GSA's SGMA assessment?! provides additional support for the validity
of groundwater sustainability fees under Proposition 26. In that case, the court ruled that the County’s SGMA
assessment constituted a lawful assessment rather than an unlawful tax requiring voter approval. It was
concluded that the assessment was imposed to fund groundwater sustainability activities mandated by SGMA
and that a sufficient nexus existed between the assessment and the benefits and services provided to assessed
properties.

The court specifically found that funding groundwater sustainability programs such as groundwater recharge
projects, domestic well mitigation, land repurposing initiatives, demand-reduction programs, and other GSP
implementation activities constituted legitimate groundwater management activities that could be funded
through assessments and fees without voter approval. As a result, the court rejected claims that the
assessment should have been treated as a tax under Proposition 218.

The proposed extraction fee will fund several mitigation programs intended to address groundwater
sustainability impacts associated with groundwater pumping within the MKRGSA. Implementing these
programs will provide the benefit to the individuals who pump groundwater by supporting compliance with
SGMA and mitigating potential damages. The programs are as described below.

1 Valley Groundwater Coalition v. County of Madera, et al., Madera County Superior Court, Case No. MCV087677 (filed
2022).

https://us-partner-integrations.egnyte.com/msoffice/wopi/files/bObfe05c-4733-4f21-9a78-
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WELL MITIGATION PILOT PROGRAM
A pilot program will be implemented to address impacts associated with dry domestic wells. Current

evaluations have identified four domestic wells that are presently dry and eligible for mitigation under the pilot
program. An additional well may qualify for connection to a municipal water system pending further
evaluation.

DRY WELL MITIGATION PROGRAM
Following completion of the pilot program, MKRGSA will implement its broader Dry Well Mitigation Program

consistent with the Agency’s Dry Well Mitigation Policy. Program expenditures are anticipated to be lower
during the initial implementation period. A mitigation fund will be established to be timely and responsive to
future mitigation activities, with annual funding levels adjusted based on observed program demand and fund
balances.

Mitigation measures may include:
1. Emergency water supplies, including bottled water and temporary water tank services.

2. Technical assistance to evaluate well performance and identify feasible remedies.
3. Deepening, redrilling, replacement, or rehabilitation of domestic wells.

4. Investigation of well failures to determine whether groundwater declines attributable to regional
pumping are a contributing factor.

WATER QUALITY MITIGATION
Declining groundwater levels can adversely affect groundwater quality. The Water Quality Mitigation Program

will address such impacts through measures that may include installation and operation of point-of-entry or
point-of-use treatment systems to ensure safe and reliable domestic water supplies.

SUBSIDENCE MITIGATION
Groundwater pumping can contribute to land subsidence, which can adversely affect public and private

infrastructure. Subsidence mitigation activities may include monitoring, assessment, repair, rehabilitation, or
capacity improvements for affected infrastructure systems.

The proposed extraction fee is based on the estimated cost of SGMA-related mitigation activities, project
development, and ample mitigation fund, divided by the allowable groundwater pumping volume within the
MKRGSA.

Because the fee is calculated using allowable pumping volumes, the charge is directly related to groundwater
use and proportionately allocated among groundwater users. This approach establishes a reasonable
relationship between the fee payer, the regulated activity, and the cost of the regulatory program. The
extraction fee is derived from the variable-cost component of the Agency’s proposed five-year budget.

Variable costs represent expenses that are expected to increase or decrease in proportion to groundwater
pumping volumes and include:
1. Dry well mitigation;

2. Water quality mitigation; and

https://us-partner-integrations.egnyte.com/msoffice/wopi/files/bObfe05c-4733-4f21-9a78-
Sfeb4ab7a3ee/WOPIServiceld_TP_EGNYTE_PLUS/WOPIUserld_114.ppeng.egnyte.com/Prop 26 Cost of Service Study.docx
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3. Subsidence mitigation.

The estimated allowable groundwater pumping volumes used in the calculation reflect the Agency’s transition
toward sustainable groundwater management and are projected to decline over time until sustainable yield

conditions are achieved.

Water Year Available Acre-Feet

2027 195,000

2028 190,241.73
2029 184,981.59
2030 179,721.45
2031 175,338.00

Prop 26 Variable Costs

2027

2028

PAOYAS

PAOR]Y)

Well Mitigation Pilot Program | $200,000 $160,000 | - - -

Dry Well Mitigation $500,000 $2,000,000 | $2,000,000 | $800,000 $200,000
Water Quality Mitigation $350,000 $500,000 $300,000 $100,000 $100,000
Subsidence Mitigation $750,000 $1,000,000 | $1,000,000 | $1,000,000 | $1,000,000
Total Variable Costs $1,800,000 | $3,660,000 | $3,300,000 | $1,900,000 | $1,300,000
Cost per Acre-Foot $9.23 $19.24 $17.84 $10.57 $7.41

The resulting volumetric extraction fee is calculated by dividing annual variable costs by the estimated
groundwater extraction volume for each year. Fees for dry well, water quality, and subsidence mitigation will
be collected as needed to maintain a minimum threshold.

Groundwater pumping within the MKRGSA is determined either by reporting direct meter values or estimated
using evapotranspiration (ET). Well owners may choose to report either meter data or have their groundwater
pumping estimated using the ET method.

The ET method estimates groundwater pumping by taking into account precipitation and surface water
application. In addition, an irrigation efficiency is estimated based on crop type. This method provides a
consistent basis for estimating groundwater use where direct measurements are unavailable.

Landowners seeking to challenge groundwater pumping estimates using well meter data may do so provided
they demonstrate that the meter data are accurate and reliable.

To support such a challenge, a landowner must provide:
1. A meter calibration certification demonstrating that testing has been completed within the previous
five years.

2. Manufacturer specifications and installation requirements for the meter.

https://us-partner-integrations.egnyte.com/msoffice/wopi/files/bObfe05c-4733-4f21-9a78-
Sfeb4ab7a3ee/WOPIServiceld_TP_EGNYTE_PLUS/WOPIUserld_114.ppeng.egnyte.com/Prop 26 Cost of Service Study.docx
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3. Documentation demonstrating that the meter has been installed in accordance with manufacturer
recommendations.

4. Documentation demonstrating that the meter is maintained in accordance with manufacturer
recommendations.

These requirements are intended to ensure that alternative pumping data used for fee calculations are
accurate, reliable, and consistent across all groundwater users.

The proposed groundwater extraction fee is structured as a regulatory fee authorized under Proposition 26.
The fee is designed to recover the reasonable costs of implementing SGMA-required groundwater
sustainability programs, including dry well mitigation, water quality mitigation, and subsidence mitigation.
Costs are allocated proportionally based on groundwater extraction volumes, establishing a direct relationship
between the regulated activity and the costs incurred by the Agency. Accordingly, the proposed fee satisfies
the requirements of Proposition 26 and does not constitute a tax requiring voter approval.

https://us-partner-integrations.egnyte.com/msoffice/wopi/files/bObfe05c-4733-4f21-9a78-
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MNOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that on Tuesday, September 29,
*PROOF OF PUBLICATION* 2026, at 1:00 PM, or at such time
thereafter as reasonably possible,

;?Aecsgﬂg?ﬁla News Media Inc the Mid-Kings River Groundwater

P.O. Box 9 Sustainability Agency (MKRGSA)

Hanford, CA 93232 Board will conduct a Public

Phone (559) 582-0471 Meeting to consider adoption of a

billing@hanfordsentinel.com groundwater extraction fee within
the GSA’s jurisdiction in the Tulare

Sam Cunningham Lake Subbasin.

455 W. Fir Ave.

Clovis CA 93611 This fee is authorized to recover

the reasonable cost associated with
SGMA compliance and groundwater
sustainability management. The fee
does not exceed the reasonable cost
State of New Jersey, County of Camden, ss: of providing the regulatory program
and associated mitigation measures.
The cost is allocated proportionally

ORDER NUMBER 621432
Publication- The Hanford Sentinel

Anjana Bhadoriya, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he is based on groundwater extraction
a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly authorized volumes. The Fee is also directly
agent of The Hanford Sentinel, a newspaper printed and published in the connected to the groundwater users

whose activities necessitate the

regulatory program and associated
newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by the mitigation measures.

superior court of the County of Kings, State of California, under the date of
October 23, 1951, case number 11623.

City of Hanford, County of Kings, State of California, and which

The Public Meeting will be held at
1:00 PM on September 29, 2026, at

That | know from my own personal knowledge the notice, of which the the Board of Supervisors Chambers,
annexed is a printed copy (set in type not smaller than nonpareil), has Kings County Government Center
been published in each regular and entire issue of said newspapers and 84{}0 W Lacey Boulevard, Hantord,

A 93230). Interested persons are

not in any supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit: invited to attend and be heard. A

copy of the proposed Fee, including
the data that serves as the basis for

Section: Legals the Fee, is available for review online

Category: 201 Public Notices

: at https://midkingsrivergsa.org/
2};& LE;S;'OEZQ %'\el'p_ 16 2026 localfunding or at the GSA’s office.
’ ’ ’ Written comments may be sent pricr
to the Public Meeting to 1400 W.
TOTAL AD COST: 169.03 Lacey Blvd., Bldg #8, Hanford, CA
FILED ON: 9/16/2026 93230 or mkrgsa @co.kings.ca.us .
Publish: September 9, 16, 2026
| certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California Adg 621432
that the foregoing is true and correct
Anjana Bhadoriya
(Signed),
SHARONN E THOMAS-POPE
NOTARY PUBLIC
VERIFICATION STATE OF NEW JERSEY
State of New Jersey My Commission Expires January 23, 2027
County of Camden

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: 09/18/2026

O 5 - fg

Notarv. Puglic . . L .
otarized remotely online using communication technology via Prog

—

Mid-Kings River GSA Prop 26 Notice - Page 1 of 1



AuditTrailVersion = 1.1 proof.com

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 20:01:50 UTC
Sharonn E Thomas-Pope

notary

Annotation Added

Text: Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.
Annotation Type: text

Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 66.0, 103.25

ProofAgentWeb

73.178.227.198

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 20:01:50 UTC
Sharonn E Thomas-Pope

notary

Signature Added

Signature Type: Image

Annotation Type: vector_graphic

Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 66.0, 151.3
Witness Names:

ProofAgentWeb

73.178.227.198

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 20:01:49 UTC
Sharonn E Thomas-Pope

notary

Annotation Added

Text: 09/18/2026

Annotation Type: text

Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 285.66, 166.25
ProofAgentWeb

73.178.227.198






Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 20:01:46 UTC
Anjana Bhadoriya

customer

Signature Added

Signature Type: Image

Annotation Type: vector_graphic

Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 66.0, 278.05
Witness Names:

Acting User Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya

ProofSignerWeb

223.190.82.65

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 20:01:46 UTC
Sharonn E Thomas-Pope

notary

Seal Added

Notarial Act: jurat

Annotation Type: image

Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 218.82, 257.43

Notarial Act Principals: 47db5934-847b-4856-a61a-ebcc82f6b212
ProofAgentWeb

73.178.227.198

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 19:56:04 UTC
Anjana Bhadoriya

customer

Agreed to electronic agreement for signature
Acting User Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya
ProofSignerWeb

223.190.82.65

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 19:56:04 UTC
Sharonn E Thomas-Pope

customer

Identification Verified

Pkn: true

Verified Signer Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya
Acting User Full Name: Sharonn E Thomas-Pope

ProofSignerWeb

73.178.227.198






Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 19:56:00 UTC
Anjana Bhadoriya

customer

Document Accessed
Acting User Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya
ProofSignerWeb

223.190.82.65

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 19:54:53 UTC
Anjana Bhadoriya

customer

Signing location address updated

Old Address: {"”ne‘rliu","”nez"Z"","City"Z"","State":"","pOStal"Z"","COUntry":""}
New Address: {"line1":"","line2":"","city":"sagar","state":"","postal":"","country":"IN"}
ProofSignerWeb

223.190.82.65

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 19:50:38 UTC
Anjana Bhadoriya

customer

Document Accessed
Acting User Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya
ProofSignerWeb

223.190.82.65

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Leo Hentschker

organization_member

Annotation Added

Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 65.31, 113.16

BusinessAPI

136.124.34.175






Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member
Performed By Participant Type

Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 64.49, 152.81

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 284.97, 176.16

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 218.32, 257.93

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 64.49, 279.56

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175






Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member
Performed By Participant Type

Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 141.57, 726.74

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 128.77, 726.74

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 118.31, 726.74

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 109.01, 726.74

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175






Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member
Performed By Participant Type

Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 100.05, 726.74

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 90.0, 726.74

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:47 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 79.62, 726.74

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp 2026-09-18 18:35:46 UTC
Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker
Performed By User Role organization_member

Performed By Participant Type
Action Type Annotation Added

Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 65.94, 726.74

Performed By System Name BusinessAPI

IP Address 136.124.34.175






Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 18:35:46 UTC
Column Software, PBC API

organization_member

Document Created
Acting User Full Name: Column Software, PBC API
BusinessAPI

136.124.34.175

Action Timestamp

Performed By User Name
Performed By User Role
Performed By Participant Type
Action Type

Action Description

Performed By System Name

IP Address

2026-09-18 20:04:01 UTC
Sharonn E Thomas-Pope

notary

Digital Certificate Applied to Document

Signature Type: Digital

Signature Algorithm: 1.2.840.10045.4.3.2

Certificate Validity Not Before: 2026-04-2117:20:52 UTC

Certificate Validity Not After: 2027-04-2118:20:52 UTC

Certificate Serial Number: 827632288D01366B3E2DB8FDBA750881

Certificate Issuer: C = US, O = Proof.com, CN = Proof Document Signing Issuing CA R1

ProofAgentWeb

73.178.227.198







MID-KING) RIVER _

GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

e —

Date: September 29, 2026

To: Board of Directors
From: Chuck Kinney, General Manager

Subject: Adoption of Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Budget

Background
This Staff Report presents the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Budget for the Mid-Kings River GSA and requests Board

adoption. The Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency must implement SGMA requirements in the
critically over drafted Tulare Lake Subbasin. The Engineer’s Report prepared by Provost & Pritchard in July of
2026 identifies annual fixed costs necessary to support SGMA compliance, GSP revisions, monitoring, mitigation
programs, administration, and required data systems. The Engineer’s Report identifies $2,467,400 in fixed
expenses for Fiscal Year 2026/2027, supporting GSA operations and compliance activities. These costs form the
basis for the proposed 2026/2027 Budget. The full line-item budget is provided as an attachment to Resolution
No. 2026-04.

Request
The General Manager requests the Board of Directors adopt Resolution No. 2026-04 approving the budget for

Fiscal Year 2026/2027.

MAILING ADDRESS: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., HANFORD, CA 93230
OFFICES AT: ENGINEERING BUILDING # 6, KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD
(559) 852-2670 Website: www.midkingsrivergsa.org FAX: (559) 584-8989



BEFORE THE BOARD OF THE MID-KINGS RIVER
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

sk sk skoskeosk kook

IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING THE
FISCAL YEAR 2026/2027 BUDGET

RESOLUTION NO. MKRGSA 26-04

WHEREAS, the California Legislature passed a statewide framework for
sustainable groundwater management, known as the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act (“SGMA”) (Wat. Code,§ 10720, et seq) that went into effect on January 1, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the SGMA requires all medium- and high-priority groundwater basins,
as designated by the California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) Bulletin 118, to
be managed by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”) or multiple GSAs; and

WHEREAS, on November 22, 2016 the Kings County Water District, the County of
Kings and the City of Hanford executed a Joint Powers Agreement creating the Mid-Kings
River Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“MKRGSA” or “District”), a Joint Powers
Authority (“JPA”). MKRGSA assumed its regulatory role as a GSA for all or portions of its
member’s jurisdictional territory covering a portion of the Tulare Lake Subbasin prior to
June 30, 2017, and has since performed its required duties including submitting a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) to the DWR by January 31, 2020 ;and

WHEREAS, on July 29, 2024 the JPA Agreement creating the MKRGSA was
amended to recognize that the Kings County Water District desired to terminate its
membership in the JPA and that the remaining member agencies, the County of Kings and
the City of Hanford, were the only two member agencies involved with the JPA moving
forward; and

WHEREAS, the Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“Agency”)
is required by the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act to fund the administration and
implementation of its Groundwater Sustainability Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Board reviewed the Proposition 218 Engineer’s Report dated July
2026, identifying the fixed costs necessary to carry out SGMA obligations; and

WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Budget identifies total fixed costs of
$2,467,400, as shown in Attachment A; and



NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows by the Board of
Directors of the MKRGSA:

1. Adopts the Fiscal Year 2026/2027 Budget totaling $2,467,400, attached hereto as
Attachment A.

The foregoing Resolution was adopted upon motion by Director ,
seconded by Director at a regular meeting held on the 29th day of
September 2026, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Rusty Robinson, Chairperson
Board of Directors, Mid-Kings River GSA
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this day of September, 2026.

Catherine Venturella, Clerk
Board of Directors, Mid-Kings River GSA



Attachment A

Fiscal Year Budget 2026/2027
KCWD/Hanford/KC Payback $100,000
Administration
| Staff
Manager- Salary $197,000
| Secretary/Fiscal- Salary $59,000
Agency Staff Benefits $157,000
| Consultant Services
Legal $250,000
| Engineering - Geosyntec $200,000
inspection/staffing activities $100,000
| Vehicles $85,000
Building and office materials 587,000
| Board and Commission meetings 55,000
Travel and Events 58,000
| Operations
GSP Revisions — Geosyntec/LSCE 51?5,[}0{]
| GSP Update
Annual Reports — Geosyntec 530,000
| Tulare Lake Subbasin Point of Contact $22,900
Meanitoring $45,000
| Groundwater Model — LSCE $37,500
Online Portal — MU $100,000
‘ Well Registration/monitoring software 542,000
- ML
ET monitoring subscription — Land 1Q $71,000
| Website maintenance — ML $30,000
Dry Well Mitigation (admin) $30,000
| Outreach $140,000
Monitoring Well program $300,000
| Fee Election— P&P $140,000
Reserves $56,000

| Total Fixed Costs $2 467,400
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Date: September 29, 2026

To: Board of Directors
From: Chuck Kinney, General Manager

Subject: Amendment No. 1 to Agreement 2026-03 with Provost & Pritchard.

Background
At your meeting on March 24, 2026, your Board authorized the General Manager to sign Agreement No. 26-03

which entered the Mid-Kings River GSA into contract with Provost & Pritchard to provide for outreach and
election services related to the establishment of fees in accordance with Proposition 218 and Proposition 26 for
the Mid-Kings River GSA. The scope of work considered at that time was based upon the prior 218 election
process conducted by the Mid-Kings River GSA. During the prior 218 process in 2024 the Mid-Kings River GSA
did not provide an election ballot to all landowners within the GSA which significantly reduced costs associated
with that 218 process. The current 218 process is allowing all landowners to participate in the ballot election
process and as such has resulted in the need to amend the current agreement to allow for all activities necessary in
completing the 218 election. The attached budget amendment outlines the additional services which have been
needed to complete the 218 election process which has included a fully transparent process where multiple public
workshops have been held and all landowners have been given the opportunity to vote on the Prop 218 election.
The cost associated with this additional scope of services adds an additional $78,695 and brings the total
contracted budget up to $203,581.

Request
The General Manager requests the Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to sign the first amendment

for Agreement No. 26-03.1 which provides for the budget amendment which was necessary to include all
landowners located within the Mid-Kings River GSA area in the election process.

MAILING ADDRESS: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., HANFORD, CA 93230
OFFICES AT: ENGINEERING BUILDING # 6, KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD
(559) 852-2670 Website: www.midkingsrivergsa.org FAX: (559) 584-8989



PROVOST&PRITCHARD

CONSULTING GROUP

455 W Fir Ave, Clovis, CA93611 e (559) 449-2700
www.provostandpritchard.com

BUDGET AMENDMENT

Chuck Kinney

To: Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Email: chuck.kinney@co.kings.ca.us

From: Becca Quist and Joe Hopkins Date:  August 24, 2026

Subject: Prop 218 Outreach and Election — Budget Amendment (Job #2747-26-002)

COMMENTS:

A budget amendment is hereby submitted for Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group (P&P) to incorporate the following
changes to the scope of work and associated fee:

Since the preparation of the original scope and fee, the number of affected parcels included in the Proposition 218
election increased due to the inclusion of municipal parcels. P&P’s original scope and fee assumed ~1,300 ballots based
on previous experience with the agency’s 2024 election. With the inclusion of the additional parcels, the updated ballot
count is ~20,250 ballots. This change requires additional data and GIS analysis, ballot production, print, mail, and postage,
project coordination, and quality control services. In addition, the project scope has expanded to include a separate
Proposition 26 process to implement the groundwater extraction fee. This process requires additional public noticing and
project coordination. These changes have increased the level of effort required both by P&P and the election
administration subconsultant MK Election Services, LLC.

Additionally, the public outreach workshops were originally scoped as in-person events without Spanish interpretation
services, with hybrid meeting support and interpretation identified as optional services for an additional fee. Since
preparation of the original scope, the Mid-Kings River GSA has requested that the workshops be conducted in a hybrid
format to allow for both in-person and virtual participation with a meeting recording available for posting to the website.
The hybrid format with the addition of recording requires additional staffing and technical support, including advance
coordination and testing of venue A/V, testing virtual meeting, microphone, and recording capabilities, as well as
management of the online portion of each workshop including interpretation and audience comments. P&P will also
coordinate Spanish interpretation services provided by subconsultant Linguistica Interpreting & Translation, LLC for both
in-person and virtual participants.

This amendment increases the budget to reflect the revised level of effort and professional services necessary to support
the expanded project scope.

MID-KINGS RIVER GSA 218 OUTREACH & ELECTION, JOB NO. 02747-26-002

1. Revise election administration services to accommodate the expanded election, including data processing, ballot
production, printing, assembly, insertion, mailing, postage, and business reply mail, and associated vendor
coordination for approximately 20,250 assessment ballots.

2. Perform additional parcel ownership and GIS data analysis to support the expanded Prop 218 assessment roll,
including reconciliation of affected parcels, preparation of consolidated parcel ownership records, and quality
assurance/quality control of election and noticing data.

3. Prepare separate data sets and mailing lists for both the Proposition 218 assessment ballot proceeding and the
concurrent Proposition 26 groundwater extraction fee noticing process.

4. Prepare and provide separate noticing for the Proposition 26 groundwater extraction fee.

Engineering ¢ Structural « Geostructural ¢ Surveying ¢ Planning ¢ Environmental « GIS « Construction Services ¢ Hydrogeology ¢ Consulting
Clovis ¢ Visalia * Bakersfield « Modesto ¢ Los Banos ¢ Chico ¢ Sacramento ¢ Sonora ¢ San Luis Obispo ¢ Riverside ¢ Camarillo ¢ Boise, ID
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Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Prop 218 Outreach and Election — Budget Amendment (Job #2747-26-002)

August 24, 2026
Page 2 of 2

Job No.: 2747-26-002

5. Provide expanded election administration services including ballot receipt, tracking, replacement ballot
processing, returned mail processing, and maintenance of election records throughout the assessment ballot
proceeding.

6. Provide additional project management, contract administration, and coordination and among the Mid-Kings
River GSA, P&P, and the election administrator MK Elections to support implementation of the expanded Prop
218 and Prop 26 processes.

1. Coordinate hybrid workshop logistics and technical requirements with the Mid-Kings River GSA, venue, and
project team.

2. Conduct advance venue A/V coordination, setup, testing, and troubleshooting for hybrid meeting and recording
capabilities.

3. Provide additional staff support to manage virtual workshop participation.

4. Coordinate Spanish interpretation services for both in-person and virtual participants.

5. Post-event recording production including review and editing of workshop recordings, basic audio/video
cleanup, and export of finalized recordings for web posting and distribution.

6. Provide additional project management, subconsultant coordination, and quality control associated with hybrid

and interpretation services.

The signature below hereby authorizes a change in the budget:

BUDGET AMENDMENT

Current Budget Fees for Additional | Revised Budget
Scope
Phase ELS — Election Services $21,698 $69,770 $91,468
Phase PUB — Public Outreach $52,753 $8,925 $61,678
Phase ENG — Engineer’s Report $50,435 No change $50,435
TOTAL $124,886 $78,695 $203,581

SCHEDULE

The additional services will be performed in support of the planned Proposition 218 election schedule. This amendment

does not modify the overall project schedule.

Please sign, date, and return to Becca Quist at Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group.

Mid-Kings River Groundwater Sustainability

Provost & Pritchard Engineering Group, Inc. dba

Client: Agency Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group

By: By: .

Name/Title: Nam!//TitI! Joe Ho!kins / Director of Operations
Date Signed: Date Signed: August 24, 2026

https://us-partner-integrations.egnyte.com/msoffice/wopi/files/4ea015f9-6996-443a-87b3-
7¢7d8dc698c0/WOPIServiceld_TP_EGNYTE_PLUS/WOPIUserld_284.ppeng.egnyte.com/Budget Amendment.docx
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